Nutrition

Tooth Anatomy

All about Teeth!

Like your
, a pony’s first set of
are not permanent and are often referred to as ‘
’,
‘
’ or ‘
’. By the age of 5 years old, a pony’s ‘
’ will have fallen out
to make way for a full set of
.

Did you know?
It was the

in around
who first discovered that a horse or pony’s
could be
by their
. Have you ever heard the saying ‘long in the tooth’, referring to someone
who is old? Why not do some research to find out why this might be!

Horse teeth have a fold of hard enamel and denture which gives a better grinding surface
Cementum- more flexible than enamel and dentine and similar to the structure of bone.
Enamel- the hardest substance in the body, perfect for grinding food. Teeth must have
enamel to enamel contact
Socket- the socket is the cavity in which the tooth is held.
Dentine- not as hard as enamel and continues to form throughout the horse’s life.
It has sensitivity to changes in temperature.
Pulp- pulp is in the centre of the tooth. It is filled with blood vessels and nerves.

The structure of a horse’s tooth is the same as the structure of a human’s tooth or that of any other mammal.
Why not do some research into this to see if you can find the similarities and differences?
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are used for
ponies because they have to
their food ready for
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the food they eat. This is particularly important for
and other
. A pony’s
and

are the first
and are a
tooth. ‘
’ means that they became that
shape and size through the
of the species and are not necessarily used by the modern horse.
However, they might show what
the horse needed for their diet
. Because they
can interfere with the bit,
are sometimes
. Teeth contain
so when these teeth
are removed the horse will need to be
by a vet.
teeth are thought to be used in
between wild horses when establishing
and
.
teeth are more prominent in males but can also be found in mares. About 50% of horses have them.

After a pony’s
have fallen out, their
are absorbed into the body along with some of
the
structure. What is left is often referred to as a ‘ ’. Maybe it is named this because it looks
like a cap on top of the permanent tooth as it pushes through the gum.
Permanent teeth
(descend) continually from the gum throughout a pony’s life at the rate of
a
year. It is important that they
at the same rate (
) or the pony would end up with
very long teeth or
on their teeth and they would find it difficult to close their mouth or chew!
Can you imagine how
this would be?

Wild or
up to
,

such as
,
each day in the search for food! A
,
and
that they can reach.

This
diet causes their
to
their tooth structure is replaced as the teeth

or

or
in the USA, will travel
pony’s diet will consist of
,

as they
their food so it is essential that
or the horse would end up with no teeth!

When the
is replaced with
,
and
that are found in
and
pastures, there is
of an
action on the teeth as they
so their teeth may become
or too
. Because of this, a
horse or pony can be more at risk of d
because their teeth are continually
from the gum but not being worn down at the same rate.
If a
is lost or has
, the opposing tooth would have not ing to
and can even grow into an empty socket! This causes pain and an
lead to other problems such as
or
.

against
which can

Why not take a look at the
on the ‘
’ page of the
of the
to find out what you can feed your pony to help him to
his teeth naturally. It
is important that a
or
cares for a
pony’s teeth by
or
them
down once or twice a year. This replaces the natural effect that eating
in the
would
have on a pony’s
. See the next
coming out soon to find out how an
keeps
the horse’s teeth healthy and functioning.

Activity 1- Question Time!
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